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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Christ the King 

25 November 2012 

Preacher 

The Reverend Andre Jacobs 

Honorary Assistant 
Readings:  2 Samuel 23.1-7;  Psalm 132.1-12;  Revelation 1.4b-8;  John 18.33-37 
 

Kingship of our Saviour 
 
Today we celebrate Christ the King the last Sunday after Pentecost and the liturgical year, a day on 
which we declare that Christ is King and no other, that Christ rules every corner, that the reign of 
Christ is supreme.  
 
Christ the King Sunday is about much more than literal kings, it’s about who or what, ultimately, 
rules our lives.  
 
Today’s reading from John 18 finds us at the headquarters of Pontius Pilate and overhearing a very 
strange conversation between Jesus and Pilate. The crowds are outside calling for Jesus’ 
crucifixion, but Pilate can’t seem to do anything but participate in this gimmick justice. 
 
 “Who’s in charge here?” we wonder.  
Pilate? The screaming crowds? Jesus? God?  
John leaves things a bit ambiguous. 
Pilate asks Jesus, “So, are you the King of the Jews?”  
It’s hard to say if this is an honest question, or an obnoxious one.  
Maybe Jesus can’t tell either. 
“Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Jesus responds. 
Pilate dodges, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over 
to me.”  
What have you done? 
Jesus says that his kingdom is not of this world.  
For if it was, his followers would be fighting to keep him safe. 
But as it is, Jesus’ kingdom is not here. 
Pilate thinks he’s got him: “So you are a king?” he exclaims. 
“You say that I am a king.” Jesus retorts, “For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
“What is truth?” Pilate asks. What indeed. 
 
The Feast of Christ the King was supposed to affirm, once and for all, that Christ rules all, not the 
king and his mighty army. Christ is King over all creation. The origins of Christ the King are simple 
enough — Christ is King but the challenge doesn’t stop there. Christ is King, not of the ‘click 
frenzy’ we have online now for Christmas shopping. Christ is King, not death and violence. Christ 
is King and we ourselves are members of that kingdom, subject to Christ alone. 
 
What would our lives look like if we were truly subject to Christ alone?  
If we only pledged our allegiance to Christ our King how might our everyday actions be different? I 
think we need to be noticing of who is not here. 
 
Responding to Pilate, Jesus says “My kingdom is not from this world, for it were, my followers 
would be fighting to keep me from being handed over.” Violence is not of Christ’s kingdom.  
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Earlier in the garden when he was arrested, Simon Peter drew a sword and started fighting to keep 
Jesus safe.  But Jesus immediately told him to put his sword back in its sheath.  
Violence would not solve anything.  His kingship isn’t about that. 
 
We celebrate this Christ the King Sunday while Palestine and Israel are at war in which innocent 
people are injured or killed. It’s hard to say what Christ’s policy is in areas of war in the world.  It’s 
hard to know when non-violence allows for self-defence, but it’s safe to say that Christ’s ultimate 
will is for peace. His ultimate hope for his followers is that they be peacemakers. In our sinful 
world, there must be those who uphold the peace through the ability to wage war, but we must 
never forget that the vision of Christ’s kingdom is one where peace reigns forever. And so I 
wonder, what would our lives look like if we were truly subject Christ alone?  
 
Lights and decorations are up in all our shopping malls, and holiday sales are in full swing. There 
are many organisations which testify to Christ’s Kingdom reigning supreme at this time of the year 
and proclaim: 
 
Christ is King, but not the king we expect.  
The King with a crown of thorns.  
The King with non-violent followers.  
The King of gifts of love.  
What would our lives look like if we were truly subject to Christ alone? 
 
As we enter our Advent journey let us discover how we could reflect the kingship of our Saviour to 
others, by being beacons of light who shine forth on those in need. Whether it is just company to the 
lonely; joy to those who are sad.  
 
Let us take ownership of our parish family responsibility by ensuring we contact those we don’t see 
in worship today. Find them in the parish directory and contact them, show the same concern that 
Christ has for us. 
 
Make those who visit our parish feel at home by embracing them through personal contact with 
them before they leave – invite them to come and join the parish family for tea in the hall. 
 
[prayer attributed to St Francis] 

_____________________________ 


